LETTER FROM PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
“If you are receiving Frankie, then I have passed and my family couldn’t find
a good home for him. I adopted Frankie about 2009. He’s been a great friend
over the years. I need you to please find a good loving home for Frankie.”
This is the beginning of a heartfelt letter that Anita Emerson left with her beloved
cat, Frankie. It reveals so many exceptional things about Open Door Animal Sanctuary.
Anita trusted us that at the end of her life, we would be there for her and that we would
find a home for her dear cat. Open Door has been in existence for over 40 years taking care of abandoned dogs and cats. Anita had every right to trust us as we did find a
forever home for her cat. Frankie now lives with one of our extraordinary volunteers in a
happy home with other cats and visiting grandchildren.
Thanks to your support, Open Door found forever homes for 528 dogs and 534 cats
in 2016. We also acquired dogs and cats from hoarding situations, heroic flood rescues,
pets that were left homeless, discarded, or from people who begged us to take their
animals. Once in our sanctuary, our dogs and cats are given medical attention, spayed/
neutered, and provided a safe, loving environment with every effort to find them new
homes. As Anita knew, Open Door is a true no-kill shelter where we value our animals’
quality of life no matter how long they reside within our doors.
As a result of your generosity, we were able to rescue dogs from a terrible hoarding
situation from Richwoods, Missouri in July, 2016. Many of these dogs were not socialized and were in desperate medical need. Your financial support allowed us to consult
with dog behaviorists and house these dogs for months until we knew they were ready
to be adopted. Less than one year later due to the tireless effort from our volunteers,
veterinarians and employees, almost all of these dogs were placed with loving families.
We are always addressing the emotional and physical needs of our dogs. We have
established an enrichment and hiking program so that our dogs can have more one
on one time with people away from the shelter and a new air conditioning system has
been installed in our dog kennels for those steamy summer days.
Our capital campaign is completed for the cats! Pampurred Palace has been renovated. You are invited to visit this welcoming space. We are committed to continuing
to trap and neuter stray cats to reduce the feral cat population and to improve their
quality of life. Your extraordinary donations have allowed Open Door to attend to the
medical needs of these cats and those that are domesticated or non-feral are kept at
Open Door so that they too can find a forever home.
Your support and vital funds are the future of Open Door. Thank you for all you do
whether you adopt, volunteer or donate. We appreciate that you have chosen to invest
in our mission and our sanctuary. Because of you, we were able to answer Anita’s last
line in her letter to Open Door; “Please do your best at finding a great home for a great
cat.”
					Thank you,
					Nadine Rinehart, President
					Tracie Quackenbush, Executive Director
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The Open Door Auxiliary Board provides fundraising support to our
sanctuary. This group plans and executes various fundraising events
throughout the year, including the Annual Holiday Bazaar which will be
held on October 14 in 2017. They are always welcoming new volunteers.
Meetings are held the third Sunday each month in Kirkwood, MO. In 2016
the Auxiliary raised over $10,000 to support Open Door.

Volunteers

Dedicated volunteers donate more than
10,000 hours each year at Open Door!
Volunteers assist with everything from assisting with
cleaning and laundry, performing enrichment activities
with the animals, helping with events and much more.
Open Door wouldn’t be what it is today without
our dedicated volunteers,
		

Thank You!

The mission of
Open Door Animal Sanctuary
is to provide homeless cats and
dogs with the highest quality of
life and a second chance to
find a forever family.
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Each year Open Door has four main fundraising events. These events are not only a way to
celebrate Open Door and the thousands of dogs and cats we serve each year, they provide
much needed funds.
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Total Beginning Net Assets 2016: $6,126,687
Total Ending Net Assets 2016: $6,238,087

the parade began, Open Door has been
blessed to be the beneficiary of the
donations to walk in the parade. This
amazing event is our second largest fundraiser of the year and creates awareness
of Open Door and our work in the greater
St. Louis community.
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In the Spring and Fall we host Trivia Nights. These evenings
are fun, casual and growing. They have grown so much we had
to move to a new location, The Heights in Richmond Heights.
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Our annual dinner auction,
“Paws to Party”, formerly “Brighten the
Days of Our Strays” is our biggest fundraising event of the
year. In 2016 over 200 people attended this event and raised
over $50,000 to help cover the costs to operate the shelter.

Open Door also participates in Adoption Events
throughout greater St. Louis. You can find us and our
adoptable animals at the Greentree Festival in Kirkwood, the Purina Better Together Adoption event in
Soulard, the Purina Petpalooza at Purina Farms and at
the Apple Butter Festival in Kimmswick among many
other places.
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$1,402,847
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HUMANE EDUCATION PROGRAM

Open Door’s Humane Education Program brings pets to the classroom
to teach children the basics of responsible pet care, humane treatment
of animals, cat and dog safety, and, most importantly, compassion and
empathy for other living things. Our staff, accompanied by speciallyselected shelter residents, share these messages with thousands of local
young people per year.
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